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Summit County Board of Health Meeting Minutes 
Summit County Health Dept. Conference Room 

Park City, Utah 

Monday, September 12, 2016 

Topic Discussion Action or Summary 
Attendance Board Members Present:   Heidi Jaeger-Chair, Dorothy Adams, Kim Carson, Dan Davis, Liza Simpson,  

Board Member Excused:  Lynne Nilson, Marc Watterson,  
Staff Present: Dr. Richard Bullough- Director, Phil Bondurant, Melanie Heairld, Geri Essen, Cindy Keyes 

   

Welcome and 
approval of 
minutes 

Chair Heidi Jaeger called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  She welcomed the 
guests and introductions were made.   
 A motion was made by Board Member Carson to approve the August 1, 

2016 meeting minutes as written.  The motion was seconded by Board 
Member Simpson.  All voted in favor.     

Summary:  
 The minutes of the 

August 1, 2016 were 
approved as written 

   

Soil remediation 
report by  
Jim Blankenau  
(Park City 
Environmental 
services) and 
Marty McComb 
(EPA Project 
Manager)  

 Dr. Bullough said questions about soil contamination have been received 
from members of the Community.  As a result, he reached out to Jim 
Blankenau from Park City Municipal and Mary McComb from the EPA about 
the soil remediation that is taking place.   

 Mr. Blankenau said as a result of Park City’s mining history, there are legacy 
issues with heavy metals.  Lead and arsenic are the two human health 
concerns.  Marty McComb was invited in to look at the Marsac/Milsac site, 
along with some other sites in town.  He and his group deals with short-
term remediation.   

 
Mr. McComb reported that his managers wanted the group to look at the 
entire situation to see what they are dealing with.  Some projects were 
identified to be dealt with as a long-term situation, such as the 
Marsac/Milsac sites.   A disposal option is needed for these types of 
projects, which is handled by another section of the EPA.  
 
Mr. McComb said he was assigned to remediate several areas where 
mining was concentrated.  The EPA studies show that some of the soils 
from the mining activities are eroding down the washes.  Erosion control 
measures are being put into place.  These includes berms and revegetation.  
Most of the work will be done by the end of the season.  Next season they 
will cap the Treasure Hollow area.   
 
Mr. McComb said a lot of work is taking place at Treasure Hollow, Thayne’s 
Canyon, and upper Woodside gulch.  This is being done by the property 
owners with EPA oversight.     
 

 Mr. McComb said when the school bond didn’t pass, the EPA decided it 
was time to take action.  It treats schools a lot more conservatively than 
other areas.  They have been working at the High School and McPolin 
Elementary.  The Administration Building had one small area with only a 
slight concern.  Treasure Mountain Middle School had no concerns.       
 
Mr. Blankenau said the primary concern with the heavy metals is ingestion.  
Capping the problem is a great economic way of dealing with this problem.  
During construction of the High School, tailings were noticed.  That is when 
the school was brought into the soil ordinance.  In order to be in 
compliance with the ordinance, a six inch cap has to be maintained.  Mr. 

 Summary:  

 Mr. McComb 
recommended the 
community have a 
repository as part of a 
long-term solution.        

 United Park City Mines 
is working with the EPA 
on cleaning up impacted 
sites.   

 The Treasure Hollow 
area was discussed.  
Some soil will probably 
have to be removed.   
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McComb said there is now a covenant on the property that whenever the 
soil is disturbed, the 6” cap must be restored.   
 
Board Member Simpson said the school has been a great partner.  She 
explained the interaction between the school, Park City Municipal, and the 
EPA.  Board Member Adams said the parents of the school are concerned 
despite efforts to inform them of what is happening.   
 

 Mr. McComb said approximately 9,000 cubic yards of dirt was taken from 
the schools to Richardson’s flat, which is a former tailings pond.  A 
discussion about Richardson’s flat ensued.  This area will eventually be 
filled and capped.   
 
Board Member Adams asked if there will be dust control on the piles of dirt 
to prevent the wind from blowing it around.  Mr. McComb said some type 
of dust control should take place.  He added the dirt coming in is clean.  It is 
being stockpiled to cap the area.      
 
 
Dr. Bullough said he has been asked if the pollutants in the waterways are 
bio-available.  Are heavy metals found in the aquatic life.  Mr. Blankenau 
said there is a TMDL and a fish advisory on Silver Creek.  There could be 
some uptake if someone eats enough fish.  He added that to quantify what 
is bio-available is difficult.  Mr. McComb said he doesn’t see a lot of sites 
where metals have accumulated in the fish.           
 
Mr. Blankenau said each time a miner’s home is demolished in order to 
build a new home, the soil is tested.  When this takes place, he informs the 
builder that they are building in an historic mining area and they may 
encounter mine tailings which have to be tested and properly cared for.   

   

UALBOH and 
NALBOH 
updates 

 Chair Jaeger thanked the Board Members who were able to attend the 
UALBOH conference at Daniel’s Summit held earlier in the month.  She 
encouraged all of the Board Members to attend next year.   

 Board Member Adams said there was special training on how Health 
Boards can have an effect on legislation.  A presentation was made by a 
lobbyist who made the point that it is important to get to know the 
legislators before the legislative session begins.   

She said that Tom Godfrey assists Boards of Health receive information 
concerning the bills that are on the forefront.  He encouraged Board 
Members to text their legislators about how they should vote.     

Board Member Simpson recommended they invite Craig Powell to share 
tips on how to affectively reach their legislators.   

 Dr. Bullough said it is difficult to receive support for a non-voluntary 
assessment area, but Summit County would benefit greatly because of the 
issues associated with replacing septic with sewer.  The County is trying to 
build some momentum in getting legislation passed.  Although it is difficult 
to form these non-voluntary assessment areas, it is doable in areas where 
there are imminent health risks.    

Even though Summit County is moving this issue forward, their lobbyist 
recommends that it comes from Cache County or somewhere that has 

Summary:  
 Because Health Boards 

are volunteer boards, 
they are unbiased and 
should be listened to by 
their legislators.   

 Upcoming agendas 
could be sent to 
legislators to keep them 
informed and to invite 
them to attend any 
meetings they are 
interested in.   

 Based on the response 
from Summit County’s 
NALBOH presentation, 
they have been asked to 
add a blurb to the 
annual publication.   
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similar needs.   

 Phil Bondurant reported on the NALBOH conference and the presentation 
made by himself and Chair Jaeger.  Following the conference, he has been 
contacted by different Boards of Health for guidance.  Questions were 
asked after the meeting as well.   

   

Flies and 
agriculture 

 Phil Bondurant said he has received thirteen complaints from Coalville 
residents about the smell and flies associated with two or three mink 
farms.  Some of the complaints state that manure is piling up on land that 
has been leased.    

One of the mink farms is located next to the old Crandall Ford dealership.  
This area is surrounded by houses.  It has gotten bad enough that the 
residents can’t go outside because of the flies.  If they open the door, a 
massive swarm of flies come into the house.   

Mr. Bondurant said he met with some of the residences on Friday.  It was 
reported that 2,500 mink have been added to this particular operation.  
The sheds that were being used to contain the manure have been 
transformed to housing the animals.  Currently, the manure is being put on 
the open ground where the flies and the smell can spread.   

Mr. Bondurant said he has spoken with the Attorney’s Office.  They advised 
him this is a Department of Agricultural issue.  He spoke with the 
Department of Agriculture and was told that is a local issue.   

Mr. Bondurant said he explained to the Coalville residents that, under the 
exemptions in the Health Code, the County is prevented from taking action.  
It would do no good to issue a violation notice when there is no legal 
backing.  He is trying to work through this and get more advice from the 
Attorney’s Office.   

He reported that the operators of the mink farm are in a law suit with 
Coalville City because they built the additional sheds without any kind of 
building permits.  The operators have not been willing to talk with him.  His 
purpose in presenting this to the Board is to give an update of what is 
happening.  There is no action that can be taken at this point.  He said this 
may be coming to the County Council in the future.    

 Dr. Bullough said they are trying to find out what, if any, authority is 
available to manage “best practices” by the Department of Agriculture.    

He added that one of the issues in Coalville is they appear to be leasing 
property that is being used as a dump for the mink manure.  He believes 
that should require some type of permit or should be prohibited by zoning.  
Mr. Bondurant said the operators don’t consider manure as a waste 
product because it is used in the spring to green up their alfalfa fields.      

Summary:  
 A picture was shown of 

a neighbor’s deck 
demonstrating the 
amount of flies captured 
by fly strips within 12 
hours.  

 Agricultural activities 
are exempt from the 
pertinent ordinances in 
the Health Code.  

 Some of the farms are 
located within Coalville 
City limits; some are  in 
Summit County.      

   

Standing items 
on agenda and 
BOH terms 

 Chair Jaeger recommended there be a standing agenda item entitled, “The 
Director’s Report.”  The items discussed could pertain to strategic plans, 
staff, budget, and highlights.  This would be a monthly opportunity to allow 
Dr. Bullough the opportunity to share what is happening.    

Summary:  
 The Board was in favor 

of the idea of adding a 
“Directors Report” to 
the monthly agenda.   
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Silver Creek 
Sewer Update 

 Dr. Bullough praised Public Works Director Derek Radke who went with the 
Health Department to give testimony to the Water Board when seeking a 
$400,000 grant.  Dr. Bullough said that even though the odds of getting 
funded were small, a text was received from the Chair of the Water Board 
saying this will be funded.  He was tasked to come back with a combination 
of loan and grant.    

 Dr. Bullough said this is where Director Radke’s help came into play.  He 
calculated several different figures.  These figures came from a 
combination of a grant only or a grant combined with a loan ranging 
between $400,000 to a $1,000,000.  The loan would be for 30 years at 1% 
to 2% interest.   

 Dr. Bullough said it is his recommendation that they seek a combination of 
a $275,000 grant and a $250,000 loan from the State.  This would provide 
water to lower Silver Creek at a total annual cost of about $2,100, down 
from the current cost of $4,800.  This cost would be per home owner and 
business.   

Dr. Bullough verified this assessment would only be for the business district 
of lower Silver Creek.  Using the State’s own data, they can justify the 
project.  He feels optimistic.     

Summary:  
 A presentation was 

made to the State Water 
Board asking for a 
$400,000 grant.  A 
second presentation will 
be given on September 
21, 2016. It is expected 
that a vote will be taken 
at that time.    

 
  

Request to 
reschedule 
November 
meeting to the 
14th 

 Chair Jaeger said that Dr. Bullough has requested the November meeting 
be changed from November 7, 2016 to November 14, 2016.  The Board 
agreed to the change.   

Summary:  
 The Board agreed to 

reschedule the 
November meeting to 
the second Monday in 
November.   

 
  

Adjourn  Board Member Simpson made the motion to adjourn at 5:15 p.m.  The 
motion was seconded by Board Member Davis.  All voted in favor.   

Summary:  
 The Next meeting will be 

October 3, 2016 
   

 


